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Education Ordinance No. 31 was passed in 1939. The Ordinance clarified the division of responsibilities
for education between central and local levels. Although many sections of the Education Ordinance
No. 31 of 1939 appear outdated today, they need to be updated/improved/amended in line with
the contemporary development of education. However, this ordinance has survived until 2024 and
remains the principal law on education in Sri Lanka.

Before 1972, the government of Sri Lanka was named the government of Ceylon.

) ¥l

B om0 gviss 8IS, efets 018 e Stetdnoes ewisz B8R SweGs-ens:



4.2.2 1950 6)&de FA5)5H6E B2 § 6ODNSHO

L3@0@ e e3@ac:
1950 ¢camed & & Comed (00m0 Becisd) eewd e¢rmics edmen® &8¢ So.
OB eD®E®O Jed GLBIBHHEO 3 GEBIRS FoRDEO (8 eEL DRI CRAG.

i2aialelololer

1950 camed & adnsismn R Eo® & alsimed g@IemIiOD .0blmns’ B8ERcd
SRR 0. & »idey 80 ety e @B @uHide® ®nn Gism
2300530 @D WEE®.

DOy e PrE®:

9013Te® @se edme BEO GG ©IVE® yoD(Bnps3O gl @¢dy o
BEOO ¢(& oGs EDed6. 0®® EOHWDE® BLBIBHE BCHI G Fedr® 5w
28D OB e @m0 0@ DELIDG BTty @IBen HBE@rens B8O ¢
2000 BOC Dw. gviems Gdc ©O08 ¢y Dxidn BEOO @08 WL
AR R NGBS 2@ OB and dewd YO Jed SHmHDtBn ydm ¢Bde0 e®®
9080 EBoBBe §B® e¥nd 9 A0 »OS ©w®»J 3iocls ensi of.

4.2.31960-1961 gA»)55m 6DNEDO

Q@100 e ca®u¢ncs:

1960 ¢comed & & Eed (D00 8e@Eisy) e@iewd edncies Omen® &g
Be. @redt) @Dmed SO Ced ©w@m .dbRmW 6y @bl DER®WO AL and
2B Wednn NS cOHBDOOES B0 o § SO ©@1E Gonw .

©0OEm I HOG 8P WO BEIEEIDDE O § Coed SR
BB eI HOGE HSiBn B8e® HBbedn @f8us BEE® wewo Jede 1961 &
BB gdvIeD 088 WD (@De ed. 8. dwugde »BYD) ol »I> L.
0088® gm0 DD By e and, ed, edwns’ Dbimd el o GE.

Siolelololer

1960-1961 & 0ol ERD woeE e N€n DEBIE 08B0 B0 OBOO CX6 OGS
»egn (1960 gom 5 ¢ vmerd deds SIDW» amd). J a5, 1 eddhed evd
2 o@&ed wnem B0 S8 oy g e0 IO ©IBEs ©Cs
BOBDIeOD O Biens weg O H(dien JO, BuE® &0 ERAD LG $LBIBL
@B BBOIed DEDDIDT B O & OB 8. 1961 & 1961 oz 8 O atdd
GR® G Y QI BesE (580 BTBID) oy AERISBOD BEE @83 eEOE
©8Em@ weg B8O BTwI Gy GG @O NBEOE @CBg CBBO dJ @5
GZ. Dwes 8o 5 80 14 ¢ €83 wew 0 @ 889D ¢ cmm @853 mHm®
D0 arm. ©® @x®, Jed B G BEBGE .dbLme BB wem® 9198s.

8 o000 a1 BB, BB 0hE wo GBeecdnoes ewlsen 88A¢ Sdedsers: )5



Bweabu B89 Bledn @853 @i@imds ¢lBIomeE BEE® Go® PIDSEHRS DI
G @m0 ©ONC DO Go@ SO CDe@D.

o BB @ @BIBHIBE PG Gy Does: Daes ¢8die 6 8O 14 ¢5oo.

o POBIVE® v YOOBWE W QOBDe® @Wve BowE ©®d
ec®g Bu Gme.

o 5 o@&ed 80 988 Sncs Sunus ece »wgsen EO.

o 0BG BEB®: 1-8 e@&hdE €85’ Bty »BBWY IBE OGS HEBOD
©20¢ OB LR Y $LBIBL @NE, LD By NBITDB OBE Y
cetd eug ©sE D80 Hmd HesiDr 0. wBwitem, godesidy ww»
DoSeens, DEBD Y WEI, 8 D& »1 @D @edy OO Dwww
o8 @d.

o BE WRIOEO eDHTIREE: mEIse®m €88 gedned &issmH®
GB® 0RO ES OB amd ©55d @winBDIDBG On EBBBW IEEO

e @d.
o 3B GTHEODB: OB e BeHI OO Dww IS 5w
@580 3@ BT DM § DB} @RID:.

o 0 BLimemO BB et Berdie.

o QT Da¥Bes, AT GR® e NeRD.

o RBun 9e0ldme, @RS WO, 8D s edE.
o D 5 egdhed Russ’d 8 e@dehede sOde.

o BC NE Vemides ey R Ee.

o a3 s8eEma.

o 083 ko e3¢0 (Medagama, 2014).

DOy e PrE®:

BB avsm DO¢ (1964) @ § VOC ©Hmr 0wldmdd &agndn »OYed
BBedn eemi®@ws ares’ w0 Jko D823 Ondm gcwe ER 030 L. YD
Oebes @0med DO eBneds’ 9® ewikdsn Fuis@n @m0y gmd B @dn O RC.

4.2.4 505 ®) NBeTD FODSHNCE §EGEHOT)
sc® § esige (1966-1967)

L3@0@w e e@wacc:

1965 & 0 CBw PEWO & § @m0 0 LOE 88m1 ewibmn FJoisden e
2183 8. eowetd YD, LB eI @8n® w®r Dibmed (J.E. bagds
»BYD) w e v 0885’ wwo (TEC) Dilimned (1963) uBos

26 8 o108 s 9838, BotS 0@ e Bt ewism B8R Srecsess:



@wismN BIECBCEEO 0RBSI, B VO s5md:s e WO» 8. @®® LOE 8w
g ec bEe®mined BDiced ev® DedmO ©gd 6 emg®uns eces
92803 Wi RE. emeB»mED, v w1 BHoOE 83 08530 cwed PBOenss
@G COB8m glBvInmEd BN gedawn B 07 @ o 8ice O e®®
o8 emI@um lEe®ned & ©0ibed wi Sa. (Little, 2024:147).

2oiolelololer
e®® LOE 80 OB YBIE ewidnn BBewi ewiken § amd Yy ©wiLL
BB oon ¢Sed.

o 8 o@g&ic ¢ ewig B 0@, 6y OO 8luelbl ete sl e OOy
CleR; 98 989E O ©sc»®0, €83 edBn tE, BB medh® ©isE
©8Y EEBEY BE 00D DY) CleR.

o OEBED NBEDO ES DOO gLKw® EA® ByTO s DEODEBIEBEO
eESS O ce3ed glvsmE ® ¢8O0 g D .

830 OO VOE 5D 9EEI ¢edmd VRO J8wd AR e™orey amd 1967 &
oe@iVmw B¢ WO 8. wvm BeHTI KD WL A0 e Dao.

o Buxtd Bivwn 7 Dbl 6w eXbndd eEd Y U8 BesIEed el CED
DR GIBHDHEDO BOIBW B0 8es0 adedd B8 Je.

o DBE®EI ©WDBOMB: DBB@IEIed DB (LiBBHC O OB
Bem®D), Qo1 WD (SO DD 3w O&D®E, @Y OED GeRS DB
Bedy ¢330 D SEO)

o TBu®IEI B3O8 ®BEEGI@S (CDC) B88YTE.

o iy B8Emed Oxme edmed B8®: 1961 & mEis @lwvID V@I
8895e.

o 1965 & @0n® 2dxsm @clmed®s3nd alwvIns @IBI@E (MoE) ©O®®
TR OB R¢ gmC glBILD GRIDBIREE EEDE GBIV GBS
BTIEDT@I (DGE) RO &3 B8®

o RIS @D IBBIE ©¢lined®siy @O cetd WO E¢ &0 e3HEIJ
20BIBD) FRBIBBODCILT GBIV FLBWBOC(D ERES Bt WJ ©¢IbDHE®ST
GHBued ICHE SO ar. SITVED v BEWS  (CE0s) ®c
HEBID €53 @S @B Bedr OB »o» .

22O e POd®:

1940 ©eHBOE @0®» § & Comed Bewed glniome SiBc e Be® & uga
BB mibe®ider @ WO arm. 1950 ©» 1960 camed s OO
O AEED®BS Jed B3.DBLHB 83¢®I G181 OEPBIe® @ B® 5w Bwddnsd
OBLO»B W L.

& o000 @0 BB, GBHIE NQ wo GBwetdndes ewlbsn 8EA¢ Sdedeewms: )T



0 DIeCIDD B8wdds 520 el . § Comied eaiewd 5lecdsio
BB ©:ObADBO 8y 0viBn DULDEO ¢iwm JOO »BwID ©BEH®s e®®
D(Re0H OBB3 kDO §BE g guD.

4.2.5 0559 g&ecesmogy (1972)

Q@100 e c®acncs:

1970 & 0 8w AERWO o § ¢md D glsIss §Hseenden @1 s
B8O @d®@n meds. & amd 1970 came 20MINeEE aldsIns B&IEeEIDD »BJHD
8890 8. 9@ mced g ©@1 gdmes ged mo@nds emd Sd8wsd
Ve N® D @l Jedvensd cons’ o¢md BB aBals’ evg 0O
S OBOG. @@ @ BSme a0 OB eSO e®® VOEOED YIDDO
OB ERL HEZNEOHD P, B PO DD EE® wdend s D83
008 ©OED Twl® wewr deds DLIMGES @ wegs. @® gmd, 1971 & Jded
@BIBHG e ABBD g @O CB® &Y Ped®Bn Bu®my (FLBIBHE GPOD)
es53n® O8I, moren DACES ¢BDw6. mIren SBEDG owLns WOBH, eldwLIss
B es0edoen BTwI O BEEOE wed BEOO C¥s BB Budd 08 emd, e
PO e DBOHB 6w @D 8OO HERBOS 1972 E»D8 iwed 8O @8 ewbzn
Boosdenm S8 8¢ megn. ¢lniomne 0ed @180 @@ t3008LMG e3¢ e o5
G aeaidmes eces 88oRes e wegs.

1972 2010052 3Be30e30endE 208 ey
o Jed ©®d, wotdwaSm ey bdm ¢DREOEO ¢WED ¢LBIBHE CR EO.
o LB Bv®nn ¢d® [TO.
o (@0 ©®I» @B DG EA EO.
° QREMBOD gLBIVHES CA EO.
o ©lBws ¥ LEIHd Wy BEATC c1® 98 Sgan BBe.
o 8wE® @10dDERO ®d BBOO o BTE.
o BDewd wy vehms 88ac §B» ci® e &o.
o B050m w@dn BEAT ¢1Oinide ww ededlds e B8e.

o 8Bue® 8gsd wewr esvsiclve B88RT ¢(m)® @ 8® wy RuEm 9@ Sge
R6e.

o DuBw WedndE By B8EAT ¢ OBwIDG a1 B8O wy O188gew BE®
(MoE, 1972).

28 8 o108 govsm 9858, Bo¥S 0@ e gBmeedmoes ewismn B8R Sdecsess:



1972 gQp05 B den @853 vun Bz’ gm ¢dgen 8z 0 OHe®
¢0ge S

OB OO @8 3ICIBOD @S GiBn BBE.
©&DOB c(® R EO.

B0 B 1@ e e.

2@ dwams R E©.

esusicbon 88t ¢1m® e 8.

S8 e Da3Be Wedn BEAT ¢im® e 8.

2308025058 GBS CRI EO.

iZaiolelololer
1972 @015 BectdmdendE s @m0 wwm 88 .

2015 D@ DRVITOD EODIEHE: D GgLBILD O[HBO GRY  IOED
2B Desd B3, HBEY BBB @lsIvmE Desd HHIRLY 83 BB
COBEm glsiomn D0 @R w@sdm ed. vgf e’gHhwud aes B8e®
Dot @80 5 80 6 ¢ B megn. e B8, O elBIsm
DI @dwImed ¢Jied dwes afdg 11 = ecs de. »BEY BB a8sd
aDemed 953 NCGE 0@ § 353 edndd (O88m ©id@E0 88ewnm
&m0, D830 @ aDEIeEE, B ceed gl WA (HNCE) 83g®I 0
8300 Bu®m dw. dEDDCE 8w emids O1R® HNCE 8BOC O ©e»® §
DD BRODEBICOEO GES DO @l ¥YBIO & wemr oo C1a)&h.

D@ yBwdwden 8ysied dwe 00RO ammE O ©dt BB
88300 BBn®IE) 8eenldHE OB EE. o8 Bvw IO BIHE, ©IBI
©001 (8o @0 @c®g), @D ©100 (3 eg&med 80O w3 & ), ® &,
@098 DD I @evs3tn, BE@IenINOm ey 88 BLIcH® e
B emetd edn, 9ooed® PHOeDLE BE, OIS SwITm® ©eHmH®
OO 9eeRO HOWI TMACD Yedawr amedms BEO0 AERIEIeSIB
Bo. »BEY OBBw ¢DledE gin®, @s B0, @(d® ©IBd), OEHBS,
D108, 8@ BOBEHE, e39TBE, ©IAB »I @88® &lBILHS, Y UuD
DadBe alseOES 8O3 ©wdOm duwe @IS B, edmeEn® amdo
&QBIBDY @G DD Oy @5 BINRD W BB, 38305y DB
e 8D Be0d 0z ©3eHI FRd) Be1d duwks B3B8 , @8w»itses, NI
Bewd e oD gnem Buc 8@ @lBEHE BO® oenidmns BE@ wH
035802 DBEOE eDNDO 56 a6 BBees’ Hes3 8O e Be. GI®
D3R @BEDHOE DHOBDE o Hedrnd OrEenD iRz ®1 DasBa
2BIEDG BORIBD § ond 8’ DatBed ©udd® (@ B8R geom

8 o000 a0 BB, GBS NQ wo GBwetdndes ewlbsn 8EA¢ Sdedeewms: )9



BB, @860 @m0 8353 Ced BOmN @i $xBBw 3w WIBFD ¢E®
88ae §B® ednismec EROH. eE JBee @@ gl Suencnes’
B>CEs Dsnas’ ey Dl DDDES @58 Bw

1 §B» Bewns’ ged: ogf »1id (BowE/ec®g), @cdn 930D, §B%m 305025
Bep0d @ me@mmdemed §Bm U, gued wotdmaBm c0®n @
B om0 ©@ib-a60m ©8edn @y w@id Bexed §Em GeIbE. SmcEs
Bewnns’ Bun W05 s wOer wmtd mOm T B¢ny Bun W0, Do&hes
0 O30 GBOEDG, B BEvId, ©IBI, IO @edy), Y ©9sIcbn.
8003 Bew d1eds’ DBwns’ ¢ 9e®s RO B30 Be® .

B gnwy oloiemed gSteswoes: 1971 ¢ aldvism  o8miemesied
QOOBwO s slPemdors’ (g dwwm BEY), 88 «8Fwem
(BB  CBeeD), WYDIC GgLBBEDos, Bewiss olduedoss @
2BBBD0S @03 OO 28 WIMGIE HBEOE DEWESRDC(S3 8% @It
2DBIHEBL FRESO B wrernS 88D 03w, e®® Bue® BES50
811 sBiemed 880 BedndE verdte GRI ®S00 o) BEBO ¢
B o aldsism etddo (SLES) o SBb@rens 0 @¢ SRl eedds
BO8m wo» GE.

DY e L) ®:

1972 alp0ess gBeseedcen 1977 ¢330 Swrs@m § 00 S8 ¢Be S, ro®m
2B DB ©ED 8530 VIO ©2%d BHBIO eO SO0 LW wEBD
@DedMd BEe & gm. & @0 $08m gLBIBHG @) DS GLBIBHOE BEHO
CR® BEPY) CAY &m0 Bried MeEmI Y B BWIDS DG BB adges Sw.

008 yBwcdwoen @D HBL®E @y @dm I Yedrw 4n®
O3 OB Ced @lilm 1 @b B BO® OIRNCD ©O »IG.
3B GBODES DBAmG @ @bdm @reed adasmn DBEge e a@nd
OO wlem gya @mem 8 B0 cPwow medn. wEmes ecs 1972
2B YBeetdmien WBHBOC B8 wOES gD KB e
ocbams wegn. & gmd, e®® gBwetdimdesr @G glvinm DHOers Pcd
BB @S wotdmaBe BGBn BEE wy BIsicma ©c® oo odBn §cs
BestBe Obhme B8O wemr YGIBOG ¢Bies36. DB@eans @200, 1972 aldBIss
oBeoedoen B0 @B, 8cd wH ©&im dvwwns’ BeE® 8z’ wepr Do §
em0 o5Bu crmdE S0 emI0Hes 8@ BBBOEO O 8@ B, 1972 &lBIss
B30I HROE Y Crlven Cwm ¢S @d.

o GB» SBu®IE® FJuisien [Te.

4 Later, it came to be designated as Sri Lanka Education Administrative Service (SLEAS) in 1987.
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GB» Drnewrs’ ©iseE DeHEERO0w edm @88, e obsced gemws
0BEOR DHCEBROIIO »IEBOe ERIE ©wds e E® wlsve ®icd 3
> BepEeRddmed e B, emesmEs, GreaiBmd, BepEess Twidas
2020ees ACDHE DD DOBH, 8@ e OB OBV OB g 3
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(5830 B 0@ e O WO @) eEs wWDbLme BEOO @dwd e¢m L.
28 EvO Dnens’ Bdn e g § a@nd, Y88 Bewed aldsisms ¢E O
OO @030 OCE Bw. 1980 0@B3OR ¢o®Ined ©® 1990 camed §E HInw D5
80, sbse i@ m®edes gfnd (@ G2

aRert) aed0® »Bs OB YOOIl C1smS adn O DO edicmn SGE
DO DO ewibzn PHBBO @I DadBw wE8 ¢ B0l de.

D DRers’®, OE o ealkdmn e¥neds @ § 0»em
BenneadEs O »® 1985 ©ibEe®@siy smms @853 SuBm alsiss GG
(NIE) 8898®8. (GoSL) 1985 =03 Wm3@m Lugwencs D53es gbd ewds Qo
GOBOBBIS 3T BB W DeIBA (NCoks) BBIJE® (GoSL, 1986).

FO5SE) DHEOMMOL) giesoeimOg (1984)

1981 QOE 8100 ewikbnyn e 1984 & 81155 DE®DI®T D30 wibvwss, ®10a,
2 e 6 D BEAT ¢BBHEG ©BEHI DESHCNFOD LGS 8¢ WO EE.
e®® v @85 BEdsied wy SenEeBodisied yyey adasmo 3w AR
DOB® BEAcH aldnumn I RE. e®® Dm0 (i) aldsism ©1EE®mdens
e BBe®on 880, (i) @dsisSm .08Lmes, »Hedisiecs ey sbedse, (iii)
B Coed aldsiem 88uEma, (V) me@mmwdemed @ims RO w» (V) §E»
D @0 DEOIDI T BERE ©IeSHCIBOD @iy e S (Fernando, 1984a).

953 @I, 1984 & B Comred ¢l1n1s5) e5:000Mm®G 83T DEO en THcs
B8Rt qlrninsm we@mmmden §Bwetdmien 3¢wI nidsn @fdun Wom G
(Fernando, 1984b). @I DEOIWDIE GBLetdwden «@Oed (1984), KBm ®o
edBn @08 HBEOE DE®IDoen 6 8ED gor DBEge BEOO ¢
RB8® BBows oo arm. e®® glvILE DEOIIT GRwowdnden OBz (i)
2edFS 30080 DRI, (i) ©eE eDBRDG Be®I BB D@LV (2 &® 3
DSBS 083G BB ©eC; e adeeny), (i) B.dime 8y DEO®»IWTeH
230080 (088E D, T3PS @B WIBBICDE D[ e 2Bwwss, eidness)
DEDNDOEH @M BEIBRB, iesE ©wdy) (iv) B(eu® BOO® ww» o
DEONDOeRS (0833 B1EH® BB, sisE mes B8P/ mEis ©iEe®) (v) 88
DE@WOens (E88 »e@mmwden OLBEGD; QO EHIB B1RE® B8E; 88
@o8® (0@ ©00®); 88 odB® (supra school-level) @D0ens WO ¢ Bedy)
©@d. (Fernando, 1984b).

D¢, eBed 8ef eug WEO W] @R BIBE DEWEEBDC@Ies HS2d
DEZNEOD B gm0, BE BOIC O150e® BwdS ¢id®» D¢, miE ©O08s3
BCH® BBO® He3E® i) 8 evem Budos ©d. i@ BTy GBGD

® Act No. 28 of 1985 (Establishment of National Institute of Education).
5 Act of No. 30 of 1986 - Colleges of Education (Establishment of National Colleges of Education).
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L3@0@ e e3@wac:

1989 € o 52QY) ©Oeh GeHmB ¥ ACCO ©ud® § oy @ E®OHS
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©208w53 00 (NEC) 8890 ¢ @m0 98 og® Dm0 1992 & 0wd o 05
CZ. 380 MmIBVDE VSN B YOG CBE(RD Y GBIBHES BBRBW ©®OD
©® oddBed ®0d alveme BCe®s godd e®® Dbinnd @ ®I® G2
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o Bz eng ©mss

o 3B BBG oenidme BE® (NEC, 1992).

B0 @ 008853 ©wred (1992) Bbedn ®m wem®d, 1997 &, LS
2081 @885 D B85 @I el YBBeoew @Eduns we and,
e®0® ewidzn Bwiem B wew TBe D53 @@ glvisms B8t deds
B25038  bi 00 PEDIGE o5 DI @3 (NEC, 1997; Presidential Task Force on
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1997 210525 5BesctSORHDE BB Bedy s (Bed.

1.
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O B BE BEOBG gBORYen BEE; ensdd (OBB® ©isE
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QRO VTDIORY; o 0 B8O, BBOG mren) (NEC, 1997;

Presidential Task Force on General Education, Sri Lanka, 1997).
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Appendices

Appendix 3.1: Stakeholders contribute to the study
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